CHAPTER  III
Tim PATRIMONY OF ST.  PKTKR.     THE DtALOClt/KS   '
ONK of the most surprising of Gregory's qualities is his remarkable power of absorbing himself in the most divergent intorosts and concerns, and of acting at the same time diflbront parts, which in a single individual seem usually to be incompatible. His character, simple though it is in some respects, is nevertheless many-sadod, and ho puts forth his energies in many diverse directions.    Indued, tho facility with which ho pusses from one Hphoro of activity into another quite opposite one is sometimes positively bewildering.   Ho appears before us now as a simple-hearted priest*           as an accomplished courtier, again as a military                        .as an eloquent preacher of penitence, again as a lawyer of singular acumen.   At one moment he is the ardent patriot, scheming, planning, treating with kings and Emperors, shaping affairs with the skill and judgment of a politician; the next he is metamorphosed into the shy recluse,                  in tracing out the mystic meanings which lurk beneath the text of Scripture.   Now lie appears as the shrewd man of- business, the practical man with a knowledge of finance and ft talent for the management of estates, a man whom neither dishonest             nor plausible tenants can take in or deceive; again we see in him the superstitious monk, the collector of relics, the devout compiler of the legends of Italian tine firm believer in miracles and portents and diabolic apparitions*   The combination in this one man of such diverse and even contradictory qualities is not a little remarkable; and it is in order to emphasise and illustrate the peculiarity that I propose to deal in the present chapter with two such disconnected rf
